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Wee, sieskit, cowran, fim'ous beasie
O, what paric’s in thy breastie!

Thou need na start awa sae hasty.
W bickering brattiet

Iwad be laith fo rin ar’ chase thee.
Wi murdting pattiel

fm trly somy Man's dominion
Has broken Nature's social urion.

An' justfies that l opinion.

Which makes thee startie.

Atme. thy poor, earth-bom comparion,
An’ fellow-mortal!

| dout na, whyles, but thou may thieve;
What then? poor beastie, thou maun ivel
A doimen-icker in G fhrave € a sma request:
1l get a blessin wi the lave,

AN never misst

Thy wee-bit housie, 100, in ruin!
It sl wa's the win's are strewint

An’ naething, now. 1o big @ new ane.
O'foggage green!

An' bleak Decembers winds ensuin.
Baith snelon’ keen!

Thou saw the felds laid bare an wast.
An' weary Winter comin fast,

An' coze here, beneath the blost,
Thou thought fo dwell,

il crash! tne cruel couter past

Out hro thy cel.

That wee-oit heap o' leaves on'sfioble.
Has cost fhee monie a weary nicole!
Now fhou's furm'd out. for o thy trouole.
But house or hald

To thole fhe Winers sleety dribbie.

An’ cranreuch cauld!

Tor The Gverage Englih Speaker, BUTT'S poSTry Can B8 GUIE GIehaic Gnd COmpIeX. On The Ter s e
original poem by Bums. On the right s a franslafion of the words info modern English.

Small siesk. cowaraly. nervous fifle beas,
O, what a panic is in your breast!

You need not run away o hasly.

With a quick scury

I'wouid hate fo run and chase you

With @ murdering shovel

1am trly sony that Man's power
Has broken Nature's uion between man and beast
And justiies that sad opinion

Which makes you startie.

At me. your poor, sarth-bom friend.

‘and fellow morfall

10 not doub that sometimes you may steal:
BUt 50 what2 Poor beast, you must also livel
A com stalk in @ field is @ small request:

1wl be blessed with more.

And will never miss it

Yourfiny life house. now, i ruined!
s impracical walk the winds are blowing!
And nothing now. fo buid a new one.

O green follage!

And bleak December's wind beginring.
Both severe and sharp!

You saw fhe fields bare and vast
and the fired Winfer coming fast.
And cozy here, beneath the hearth,
You thought fo make your home.
Unfil crash! the crusl plow passed
And destroyed your home.

That finy. fifie heap of leaves and sficks
Has cost you many a fired nioblel

Now you are homeless for all of your frouble.
Without house or home.

To e in the Winfer's sleety dribbie.

And harsh cold
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Standards Focus: Analyzing Poetry
Chapter Two

S0t Mousie, thou are o thy-ans. S0t Moutie, you are not alone.

In proving foresignt may b vain Your lanring may e n vain

The best iaid schemes o Mice an' Men The best plans of Mice and of Men,

Gang aft agley Often go awry.

Anlea'e Ut nougnt out ariefar pain. Andleave us rothing bu' grief and pain.

For promea oy! For ne joy we xpecred

St thou ar best, compoara wi mel i, you are blessed. compared wih me!

Tne present only fouchetn fnee The present momen only affects you

50t Oen! | ackward cart my .= a0t Guen | ink cack

On prospec: arsart ns0a moment!

An forwars. o | canna e, And aithougn | carnot see my ife ahead

gues an fear | quess wnat may be. and | am anaidl

Directions: After reading the original poem and the fransiation, answer the following questions.

1. The author's affitude foward the mouse s best descrioed s
a. sympatnetic . apatnetic
b. skeptical o unattached

2. Which statement best describes the theme of this poem?
. Men are superior fo mice and ofher smal creatures.
b. Life is made up of the simpler moments
. Nature may not aiways be around, so we should appreciate it while we can
. Even the most welkconsiructed plans can fal

3 Why o you think Burns wrofe this poem? What do you think i the purpose of the poem?

4. Many of us look back on our lives and, alfhough we may have had the best intentions or plans, things
i not work out fhe way we wanted them fo. for one reason or another. Think about a fime that you
had planned for something fo furn out one way. and it ended up another. What was your reaction?
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