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ENGLISH TEXT
persuasive essay

Paper

Elements

I. Requirements
Use five paragraphs with an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Two body paragraphs should focus on
your view, and the third body paragraph should show why people could believe the opposite view and also why it is not
correct. Use a total of five quotes from the book and followed by author and page number in parenthesis for the book:
“ “ (Huxley 35). Write a works cited.
II. Graphic Organizer
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III. Thesis Statement
A thesis statement is a sentence that clearly tells the main idea you want your readers to understand. It tells what you want to
show, prove, or explain. It also addresses that there is another side . The following equation will help you write your thesis.
Persuasive Topic

+

Position on Topic

=

Lunch before or after 3rd block

+

Lunch after

=

Thesis statement
While some students may
prefer lunch before 3rd block,

on advocacy days

many students realize the
advantages that come from
a later lunch.
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persuasive essay
IV. Writing Checklist
1.

Does the first paragraph include general information and a thesis?

2.

The thesis sentence should not include “I will tell you,” “this is about,” or “you will learn about.” Does the sentence include
these or similar phrases?

3.

Do the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th paragraphs have transition words?

4.

Do the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th paragraphs have topic sentences that preview the paragraph?

5.

Do the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th paragraphs have details that relate to their topic sentences?

6.

Do the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th paragraphs have concluding sentences?

7.

Does the writer correctly cite information with a period after the parenthesis?
“No, I will not” (Huxley 37).
“Quote” (Author page #).

8.

Does the paper follow one of the topics?

9.

Does the paper include an argument and a counter-argument? Does the writer clearly stress what side has the stronger evidence?

10. Does the final paragraph rephrase the thesis, summarize points, and end with a closing/ final thought, or does it have new
information?

————————————————————–—————————————————————————————————————————-V. Works Cited (on separate page)
Book – One Author
Author. Title. City: Publisher, Date.

P

Film

A
P

Title. Director. Include famous actors, producers, writers. Distributor, Year.

E

———————–——————-———————————————————————————————————–————————————-Double
Space
entire
paper

S

1 inch
margin

Indent
2nd line
1/2 inch

Works Cited
Burnett, James. "Ellington's Place as a Composer." Society for American Jazz. 2003. 25

1 inch
margin

October 2005 <www.jazzinamerica.org>.
Evergaard, Hans Gold. The Ragtag Band Bag Gotta Go Now. Berlin: Hartzberg United Inc.,
2002.
Alphabetize
by 1st
letter of
each
line

Do not
label
sources
as book
or movie

Gammond, Peter, ed. Duke Ellington: His Life and Music. 1958. New York: Da Capo, 1977.
Raiders of the Lost Ark. Dir. Steven Spielberg. Perf. Harrison Ford. Paramount, 1982.
Do not
skip any
lines
1 inch
margin
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John Doe
Mr. Bell
English I
9 November 2011
Why Antigone Should Be Called Creon
The main figure of Antigone can be argued for quite a while. The
obvious answer is Creon he is the tragic character that undergoes most
change. That is why the play should be called Creon instead of Antigone.
Why they named it Antigone might be because she was a royal decendent
P

of Odepious but it still should be called Creon. The main figure of this play

A

is the character Creon.

P
E
R
S

Good topic
sentence
and transition.

To begin with, Creon experiences an unique amount of critical

This thesis
is not very
strong. He
needs to
follow the
format
better.

changes. At the beginning he is a sexist, power hungry, tyrant trying to be
king. When he learns that the person who had buried the body of Polynices
is a female he had questions the idea: “You, with your eyes fixed to the
ground. Do you deny this, Yes or No?” (Sophocles 35). He assumes she
had an accomplice because she is too weak to perform the task on her

Supporting
details

own. At this point Creon’s self esteem is lowered . Then sending her to
death raises it again. Telling off the sage wavers it both ways, but when his
son dies and his wife dies soon after, it lowers until he has none left.

4

Need analysis and concluding sentence. This
end with a
fact.
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Doe 2
Good topic
sentence
and transition.

Next, Creon’s changes are more crucial because his decisions
shape the storyline. For example if he had not arrested Antigone, Haemon
would not have been angry. Also, if Creon listens to Tyrehisis earlier, would
not call them a liar. He would have let Antigone go and let her live. Then his
son would have lived sill not being so angry. This would cause his wife to
live since his son would not have died. Clearly, his actions are the epicen-

Good analysis.
Breaks down
implications of
supporting details.

ter of the play and produce rippling effects in the lives of others. Creon’s
impact on others dramatically changes the direction the story takes.

Good concluding
sentence.

However, some people believe that the other main character AntiGreat transition and
topic sentence for
counterpoint.

gone was the main figure. Supposedly she is the main figure because she
tears Creon down, defies the law, and goes through mood changes rapidly.
Yes, Haemon’s love for Antigone causes him to kill himself—“Then she’ll
die… but her death shall kill another.” (Sophocles 58)—making his mother

He effectively shows
the opposing
side’s views
and argues
against
them.

Creon is the story changer because his actions create the rest of
Good use
of summarizing
main
points.

the story. Creon is also the story’s tragic hero for all the changes he goes
through. Antigone may have some of the qualities of being a tragic hero but
Creon has more. The Greek tragedy should be called Creon instead of Anti-

Good
concluding
thought.

gone for those reasons since the main figure, story molder, and tragic hero
is the character Creon in this play.
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self by accident, and he initially tries to kill his father not because of Anti-

main of a character.

A

E

kill herself for his death. This, however, ss a coincident, Haemon stabs im-

gone’s actions but because of his father’s actions, so she really is not that

P

S
Needs a
concluding
sentence.
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Organization
Transitions
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Body Paragraphs

What is the topic sentence?
The topic sentence is the first sentence in a paragraph.
What does it do?
It introduces the main idea of the paragraph.
How do I write one?
Summarize the main idea of your paragraph. Indicate to the reader
what your paragraph will be about.
What are supporting sentences?
They come after the topic sentence, making up the body of a paragraph.
What do they do?
They give details to develop and support the main idea of the paragraph.
How do I write them?
You should give supporting facts, details, and examples.

What is the closing sentence?
The closing sentence is the last
sentence in a paragraph.
What does it do?
It restates the main idea of your
paragraph.
How do I write one?
Restate the main idea of the paragraph using different words.

What are analysis sentences?
They come after the supporting sentences
What do they do?
They tell the reader how to interpret the data you provided.
How do I write them?
Make a statement saying what the evidence means or why it’s important
without saying “I believe” or “I think.”
Example:
There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent
health care system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a
high standard of education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and
lots of space for people to live. All of these benefits drastically improve the quality of life. As a result, Canada is a
desirable place to live.
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Sentence Fluency
The key is not to overuse any one sentence style or length. Make sure to vary both.

Sentence Types
1. Simple
I went to the store to buy a gallon of milk.
2. Compound
I went to the store to buy a gallon of milk, but the shelf was empty.
3. Complex
I went to the store to buy a gallon of milk because I wanted a bowl of cereal.
4. Compound Complex
I went to the store to buy a gallon of milk because I wanted a bowl of cereal, but the shelf was empty.
Sentence Beginnings
1. Subject followed by predicate
The biggest coincidence that day happened when David and I ended up sitting next to each other at the Super Bowl.
2. Adverb
Coincidentally, David and I ended up sitting right next to each other at the Super Bowl.
3. Adjective

P

Strange, I know, but David and I ended up sitting right next to each other at the Super Bowl.
4. Adjectivial clause

A
P

Guided by some bizarre coincidence, David and I ended up sitting right next to each other at the Super Bowl.
5. Adverbial clause

E
R

Surprisingly in the same row, David and I sat in the Super Bowl.
6. Appositive/parenthetical phrase
A million-to-one chance, David and I sat next to each other at the Super Bowl.
7. Absolute phrase
My mouth hanging open in surprise, I saw David sit next to me at the Super Bowl.
8. Prepositional phrase
In an amazing coincidence, David and I ended up sitting next to each other at the Super Bowl.
9. Prepositional phrase followed by parenthetical information
At the crowded Super Bowl, packed with 50,000 screaming fans, David and I ended up sitting right next to each other by
sheer coincidence.
10. Gerund phrase as subject
Sitting next to David at the Super Bowl was a tremendous coincidence.
11. Infinitive phrase as subject
To sit next to David at the Super Bowl was a tremendous surprise.
12. Dependent clause
When I sat down at the Super Bowl, I realized that, by sheer coincidence, I was directly next to David.
13. Change into a question
What are the odds that I would have ended up sitting right next to David at the Super Bowl?
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Word Choice
One of the biggest ways to improve your word choice is NOT to add a number of adjectives but to upgrade your verbs. Using linking verbs
and weak action verbs can keep your writing from reaching its best.
Linking Verbs

Linking verbs

Verbs that are sometimes used as linking verbs

is
am

feel
taste

are
was
were

look
smell
appear

be
being

grow
remain

been
become

stay
seem
sound
Weak Action Verbs
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R
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Word Choice
Passive Verbs

Passive

Active

Once a week, the house is
cleaned by Tom.

Once a week, Tom cleans
the house.

Right now, the letter is being
written by Sarah.

Right now, Sarah is writing
the letter.

The car was repaired by Sam.

Sam repaired the car.

Wordiness

Sometimes the problem isn't choosing exactly the right word to express an idea—it's being "wordy," or using
words that your reader may regard as "extra" or inefficient. Take a look at the following list for some examples.

P
A

I came to the realization that

I realized that

During the course of

During

P
E
R

Regardless of the fact that

Although

All of a sudden

Suddenly

8 Count:
One way to determine the grade level of student writing
1.

Select 8 sentences

2.

Count multi-syballic words (three or more syllables)

 Count words with three or more syllables
 Count higher-level one/two syllable words (acute, profound, crux)
 Do not count simple two syllable words with “ing” or “ed” endings (exciting, believing)
1.

Convert word count to grade level

 0-5:

(basic)

3rd-grade vocabulary

 5-10

(functional)

5th-grade vocabulary

 10-15

(middle)

8th-grade vocabulary

 15-20

(high)

high-school vocabulary

 20+

(very high)

pre-college vocabulary
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These are
some of the
most common
grammar
errors.
A.

Don’t change the verb tense. Keep the tense the same in the sentence, paragraph, and paper.
*Wrong: I ate pizza and was drinking Pepsi.
*Right: I ate pizza and drank Pepsi.

B.

Use an active voice. Use active verbs in your sentences. Make sure a subject is doing an action.
*Wrong: The students will be tested next week. *Right: The teacher will test the students next week.

C.

Use parallelism. Elements in a pair or series needs to be phrased in a grammatically equivalent form.
*Wrong: The software is inexpensive and can be shipped overnight.
*Right: The software is inexpensive and easily shipped
overnight.

D.

Choose the right word.
Their/There/They’re. Their shows ownership (Their car is fast). There means position (John sits there). They’re is a contraction for
“they are” (They’re going to the office).
*Wrong: There going to find they’re food.
*Right: They’re going to find their food.
Your/You’re. Your shows ownership (Your dog is mean). You’re is a contraction for “you are” (You’re really a nice person).
*Wrong: Your a nice person.
*Right: You’re a nice person.
Its/ It’s. Its shows ownership. (I found its owner). It’s is a contraction for “it is.” (It’s going to rain).
*Wrong: The cat enjoyed it’s food.
*Right: The cat enjoyed its food.
Who/That/Which. Use who for people and that or which for nonhumans.
*Wrong: The boy that threw the chalk is Bob.
*Right: The boy who threw the chalk is Bob.
Well/Good. Use well to describe actions and good to describe persons, places, or things.
*Wrong: You listen very good.
*Right: You listen very well.
Should’ve/Could’ve/Would’ve. Should’ve is a contraction for “should have.”
*Wrong: I should of known better.
*Right: I should have known better.
Avoid using thing.
*Wrong: One thing I like is pizza.
*Right: One food I like is pizza.

P
A
P
E

E.
F.

Avoid dangling participles, phrases, and appositives. Place the beginning phrase close to its subject.
*Wrong: With his nose to the ground, I watched my dog sniff out rabbits. *Right: With his nose to the ground, my dog sniffed out rabbits.

G.

Don’t leave out any words; check to see if you any words out.

H.

Don’t abbrev. Write out the full word.

I.

Use subject-verb agreement. Prepositional phrases can confuse this rule.
*Wrong: The difficulties of the problem is too much for anyone.
anyone.

R
S

Word Rules

*Right: The difficulties of the problem are too much for

J.

Subject versus object pronouns. Who/whom, he/him, she/her, and I/me can be confusing in some cases. Subject (who does the action)
= who, he, she, and I. Object (action done to) = whom, him, her, and me.
She couldn’t choose between David and I/me. (This is in a preposition; choose the object.)
You spoke to who/whom yesterday? (This is in a preposition; choose the object.)
Who/whom came by the house? (An easy trick for who/whom is to substitute he for who and him for whom: “He came by the
house.”)

K.

Don’t use no double negatives. Avoid using two negative words in a sentence—not, no, never—unless one of the words is separated
from the rest.
*Wrong: I do not want no vegetables.
*Right: No, I do not want any vegetables.

L.

Don’t be redundant. To be redundant and repetitive is really unneeded and unnecessary.

M.

Avoid using ambiguous pronouns (pronouns that don’t clearly refer to another noun).
Don’t use you/your or we/our. *Wrong: You need to improve.
*Right: Students need to improve.
Don’t use there is or there are. *Wrong: There are many errors in John’s paper. *Right: John’s paper contains many errors.
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Punctuation Rules
1.

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction—FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)—only if complete sentences are before
and after the conjunction.

2.

*Wrong: I went to the store, and bought a pencil. *Right: I went to the store, and I bought a pencil.
Place a comma after a sentence-beginning phrase, such as if it starts with since, if, when, after, or once. Do not use a comma if the
dependent clause comes in the middle or at the end of the sentence.

3.

*Right: If you finish that, you can play outside. *Right: You can go outside if you finish that.
Avoid sentence fragments. Make sure your sentence has both a subject (person/object performing action) and a predicate (action).

4.

*Wrong: Walked along the street.
*Right: He walked along the street.
Avoid run-on sentences. Make sure your sentence contains only one set of subject and predicate together. Separate them with a
comma and a conjunction (see rule 1), a semicolon (see rule 5), or a period.

5.

*Wrong: I ran down the street the dog chased me.
*Right: I ran down the street, and the dog chased me.
Avoid comma splices. Commas by themselves cannot combine two sentences. Combine with a comma and a conjunction (see rule 1),
a semicolon (see rule 5), or a period.
*Wrong: I ran down the street, however the dog chased me.

6.

*Right: I ran down the street, and the dog chased me.

*Right: I ran down the street; however, the dog chased me.
A semicolon (;) equals a comma and conjunction. Use the semicolon only between two sentences (both must have a subject and a
predicate) if they are closely related.

7.

*Wrong: He fell asleep in class; two hours of sleep last night.
*Right: He fell asleep in class; he had two hours of sleep last night.
Use a colon (:) to show a list of items. Do not separate a verb from its object.
*Wrong: Willy Wonka likes: chocolate, good children, and invisible elevators.

8.

*Right: Willy Wonka likes the following: chocolate, good children, and invisible elevators.
Use a colon (:) between two sentence clauses. Use a colon when a second, closely related sentence explains or gives details about the
first one.
*Wrong: I bought K-State tickets: then I went to see the campus.

9.

*Right: The crime scenario was familiar: the butler killed him in the

library with a candlestick.
*Right: The supervisor's remark was straight to the point: he won't tolerate late workers.
Use a dash (2 hyphens) for colon usage, for parenthetical information, or for interruptive phrases.
*(In place of a colon between two clauses) The new software has only one drawback—its price tag.
*(In place of a comma for parenthetical info) Tiles come in every shape—squares, rectangles, hexagons, circles—and can be cut to virtually any size.

10.

* (For interruptive phrases) Her brother—he’s an intern at MTV—wants to move to California.
Use a hyphen to combine words as adjectives.

11.

*Right: She produced an ear-shattering scream.
Use an apostrophe to show possession.

*Right: This is a once-in-a-lifetime event.

Add ‘s for singular nouns even if it ends in –s.

*Right: Carol’s, boss’s, waitress’s

Add ‘s for plural nouns that do not end in –s.

*Right: men’s, women’s, children’s

12.

Add ‘ for plural nouns that do end in –s.
*Right: apples’, oranges’, teachers’
Don’t overuse the exclamation point. Use exclamation points for emphasis. They lose their effectiveness when they are used after

13.

every other sentence.
Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are unnecessary. Use commas around parenthetical material.

14.

*Wrong: That dog (the brown one) is sweet.
*Right: That dog, the brown one, is sweet.
Underline book, magazine, newspaper, play, or art work titles.

15.

*Right: National Geographic once included pictures of the British liner Titanic.
Use quotation marks for a short story, newspaper article, poem, or song title.

16.

*Right: Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher” is frightening.
Correctly use quotations.
Always place periods inside quotations.
*Right: She said, “He is a nice man.”
Usually place commas, question marks, and exclamation marks inside quotation marks.
*Right: “He was nice,” John said, “But wasn’t he a thief?”
Place a question mark after the quotations if the quoted words aren’t asking the question.
*Right: Did the coach say, “We will win tonight”?
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