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Odyssey Study Guide

Gods
1. Aphrodite –

2. Apollo –

3. Ares – 

4. Athena –

5. Hades – 

6. Hera – 

7. Hermes – 

8. Persephone –

9. Poseidon – 

10. Zeus - 
Odyssey

11. Antinous –
12. Calypso – 
13. Charybdis – 
14. Circe – 
15. Eurycleia –
16. Laertes –
17. Nausicaa –
18. Nestor –
19. Odysseus – 
20. Penelope – 
21. Polyphemus – 
22. Scylla – 
23. Sirens – 
24. Telemachus – 
25. Teiresias –
Trojan War

1. Who threw the apple and why?

2. Who were the three finalists?

3. Who did they ask to choose first and who ended up choosing?

4. What did each promise him?

5. What was special about Helen?

6. What happened?

7. What sacrifice did the Greeks need to go to war?

8. What makes Achilles angry and refuse to fight?

9. What makes Achilles angry and ready to fight?

10. Who does Achilles fight?

11. What happens in the fight?

12. After Achillies dies, who leads the Greeks to victory? How?

13. Who is the only Trojan leader who escapes?

Book 1

1. What are the three main themes for this epic? 

2. As whom does Athena disguise herself? 

3. What does Telemachus imagine when we first see him? 

4. Why is Telemachus upset at the suitors? 

5. What advice does Athena give Telemachus? 

Book 2
1. What does Telemachus say?

2. Who speaks for the suitors, and what does he demand?

3. How had Penelope tricked the suitors? 

4. What does Athena say about fathers and sons?

5. What does Athena say will happen to the suitors?

Book 3

1. What are the people of Pylos doing when Telemachus arrives? 

2. Who does Nestor say helped Odysseus in the war?

3. What does Telemachus believe about the gods helping him?

Book 4

1. What does Menelaus talk about?
2. What does Helen notice? 

3. What news do they have of Odysseus? 

4. What do the suitors plan to do? 

Book 5

1. Who does Zeus send to Calypso? 

2. What is our first view of Odysseus? 

3. What does Calypso offer Odysseus if he stays? 

4. What causes Odysseus to lose the raft? 

Book 6

1. How does Athena manipulate Nausicaa to go meet Odysseus? 

2. How does Nausicaa react to Odysseus? 

3. How does Odysseus ask for help?

Book 8

1. What song does the minstrel sing? 

2. How does Odysseus react? 

3. What does Alcinuous demand?

Book 9

1. What happens to his men on the first island? 

2. What does the Cyclops do when he enters the cave? 

3. Why is Odysseus confident that the Cyclops will help him? 

4. How many men does the Cyclops eat at a time? 

5. Why doesn't Odysseus just kill the Cyclops? 

6. How does Odysseus trick the Cyclops with his name? 

7. How is Odysseus able to blind the Cyclops? 

8. How many men total does the Cyclops eat?

9. How does Odysseus and his men escape the cave?

10. In what ways does Odysseus show his pride? 

11. What is the Cyclops’s curse for Odysseus?

Book 10

1. What was unusual about the wolves and lions around Circe’s residence? 

2. What is Circe doing when the men approach her? 

3. What assumption do the men make about Circe? 

4. What happens to all but one of Odysseus's men in the first platoon? 

5. How long does Odysseus stay with Circe? 

6. Where does Circe tell Odysseus he has to travel before he can head home? 

Book 11

1. What does Odysseus have to do which allows the dead to recognize and speak to him? 

2. After he deals with the suitors, to whom must Odysseus make a sacrifice?

3. How will Odysseus die?

4. How did Odysseus' mother die? 

5. Why can't Odysseus embrace his mother? 

Book 12

1. What advice does Circe give about Scylla and Charybdis? 

2. What does Odysseus use for his men and for himself to escape the sirens? 

3. How does Odysseus motivate his men as they approach the monsters? 

4. How many men does he lose to Skylla? 

5. Why happens to Odysseus's men on the island of the sun god? 

Book 13

1. What disguise does Athena give Odysseus? 
2. Why is Odysseus in disguise?

Book 14
1. Who does Odysseus visit while in disguise? 

Book 15

1. Why does Telemachus secretly arrive back in Ithaca?

Book 16

1. How does Telemachus react when he sees the beggar?

2. How does Telemachus react when Athena changes Odysseus’s form? 

Book 17
1. Identify Argos and describe what happens with him. 

2. Why does Penelope want to meet the beggar? 

Book 18

1. Why makes Penelope upset? 

Book 19

1. What does Penelope ask Eurycleia to do for Odysseus? 

2. How does Eurycleia recognize Odysseus? 

3. How had Odysseus gotten the scar on his thigh? 

4. How does Odysseus react to Eurycleia's recognition of him? 

Book 21

1. What contest does Athena inspire Penelope to propose? 

2. What is so special about Odysseus' bow? 

3. What prize does Penelope propose for the contest? 

4. How does Odysseus prove to Eumaeus and Philoetius that he is their master? 

5. What sign does Zeus send when the bow is strung? 

6. How does the book end?

Book 22

1. Who is the first suitor killed? 

2. How is the first suitor killed? 

3. How does Eurymachus try to save them all? 

4. How does Athena show her involvement? 

5. What job are the dozen unfaithful servants given? 

6. What happens to the dozen servants?

Book 23

1. How does Penelope act when she goes to meet Odysseus? 

2. What does Odysseus ask Phemius to do? 

3. How does Athena change Odysseus? 

4. What does Penelope ask Eurycleia to do which angers Odysseus? 

5. What is the secret of the bed that Odysseus reveals? 

Book 24

1. What happens when Odysseus meets Laertes? 

2. Who forces the men to make peace?

