
Non-Fiction Annotation 
 

Number the paragraphs. 

 

First Reading. Go through the text and summarize in 1-2 sentences to cover the big picture. 

 

Second Reading. With the teacher’s prompt in mind, read for focused meaning.  

Underline the author’s key claims (arguable statement or assertion). 

 A claim may appear anywhere in the text. 

 A claim may not appear explicitly, so the reader must infer it. 

 Often, an author will make several claims. 
 

Circle important elements to the claims (key terms, cited authors, supporting data, class 

vocabulary, essential facts). 

 challenging words 

 repeated words 

 supporting idea 
 

Dig deeper by writing in the margins. 

(Comments should be tied to markings.) 

 Clarify: clarify complex ideas presented in the text or define any unknown words. 

 Connect: make connections within the reading to other materials from class, the world, 

and yourself. 

 Question: question both the ideas in the text and your own understanding of the text. 
 

Use your analysis of the text in order to respond to teacher’s prompt in preparation of ending 

activity (writing, speaking, presenting) 

  



Clarify 
Readers clarify through a process of analysis, 

synthesis, and evaluation. State what it means or 

why it’s important. 

 
 

 

Connect 
Respond to how the article relates to you, relates 

to other material in class, or relates to current or 

past concepts in the world around you. 

 

Question 
Ask different level of Bloom’s questions. 

 
Knowledge 

list, describe, locate, find, name, state, who, what, when, where 

 What happened…? 

 Who was it…? 

 Who said…? 

 Describe the… 

 

Comprehension 

interpret. restate, explain,  summarize, paraphrase, predict 

 Predict what will happen after… 

 What differences are between…? 

 In your own words, what did ______ say?  

 

Application 
illustrate, show, examine, solve, change, construct, draw 

 What would you ask ____ about…? 

 What else do you know that is similar to _________? 

 Could _____ have happened in _____? Why? 

 

Analysis 
analyze, investigate, compare & contrast, why 

 How was _____ similar to ______? 

 What were some of the motives behind…? 

 What was the problem with? 

 What was the turning point to _____? 

 What are some of the problems with…? 
 

Synthesis 

create, invent, compose, design, imagine 

 Compose a song about…. 

 If _____ happened, what would change? 

 What other possible outcomes are there for…? 

 Devise your own way to deal with…. 

 ______ is a problem, which leads to _______. What is a solution to 

the problem before that happens? 

 Write a new ending for… 

 

Evaluation 

judge, debate, justify. assess 

 What better solution is there to…? 

 Judge the value of…. 

 How would you have handled…? 

 What change to _____ would you recommend? 

 

 

Summarize 
1)  Write a sentence summary for each section 

and combine them together. 

2) Write 15 words that capture key parts of the 

article, reduce it to 10, and write a summary 

using those 10 words. 
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