Outline Format for a Five-Paragraph Essay

	TS:  topic sentence
It is the first sentence in your paragraph.  It should be mostly opinion and should clearly answer your prompt.  

CD: concrete detail
This is the information from the text that supports your topic sentence.  A CD may be a quote from the text, a one-sentence summary of the text, or a paraphrase of a quote.  If you quote or paraphrase the text, you must include the page number it occurred on. 

CM: Commentary
These are basically your comments on how and why your CD proves your topic sentence.  CS are sentences of opinion but not just random opinion.  They are sentences explaining why your TS is valid, not randomly discussing the concrete detail.  If you have a hard time thinking of commentary, use the following prompts to start off: “This shows that,” “This also shows that,” “This is important because,” “This is also important because.”

CS: Concluding Sentence
This ties up your thinking.  It ends the thoughts around your topic sentence.  If you have a hard time thinking of a concluding sentence, use the following prompt: “As a result.” Never start your CS with “In conclusion.”

In-text Citation Format
In-text citations come at the end of the sentence that you are paraphrasing or quoting, and BEFORE the period. (author’s last name page#) (Miller 35)

Example: George scolds Lennie and tells him to stay away from Curley’s wife (Steinbeck 30).

	Title of Essay

  I.  Introduction
          A.       Background info (interesting facts, statistics, rhetorical qs)
1.  _________________________________
     2.  _________________________________
B.  Thesis Statement: (Write the sentence in full. Include Topic, Controlling Idea, 3 Aspects/Focal Points.)
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________.

II.    ________________________________________  
                              (Topic sentence # 1)
          A.    ___________________________________  
                              (Concrete detail #1)
          1.   ________________________________
                    (Commentary)
          2.     ________________________________
                    (Commentary)
             B.    ___________________________________
                                      (Concrete detail #2)
          1. ________________________________
                    (Commentary)
          2. ________________________________
                    (Commentary)
 C.    ___________________________________
                    (Concluding sentence/hint)

 
III.  ______________________________________
                                (Topic sentence # 2)
              A.    _________________________________
                                (Concrete detail #1)
                      1.     ______________________________
                                (Commentary)
                      2.     ______________________________
                                (Commentary)
              B.    ________________________________
                                (Concrete detail #2)
  1.     ______________________________
           (Commentary)

  2.     _____________________________
            (Commentary)
 C.    ___________________________________
                    (Concluding sentence/hint)
 
IV. ___________________________________
                               (Topic sentence # 3)
          A.    _________________________________
                               (Concrete detail #1)
                       1.     ______________________________
                               (Commentary)
                       2.     ______________________________
                               (Commentary)
           B.    _________________________________
                               (Concrete detail #2)
                       1.     ______________________________
                               (Commentary)
                       2.     ______________________________
                               (Commentary)
 C.    ___________________________________
                    (Concluding sentence/hint)

 V.    Conclusion
A.    __________________________________________________
(Restatement of the thesis/summary of aspects)
B.  ___________________________________
  (Outlook for the future/Recommendations)




